[Middle ear tuberculosis].
The aim of this study was to emphasize the difficulties of diagnosing middle ear tuberculosis because of its nonspecific symptoms and to incite the physician to seek it more frequently. Six cases of middle ear tuberculosis were diagnosed within a 4-year period and included in a retrospective study. We listed two men and four women with an average age of 41 years. Two patients had a mastoidectomy with a histologic examination that enabled us to rectify the diagnosis. The medical treatment was based on a bactericidal chemotherapy. In all cases, the long-term evolution was favourable, with 11 months an average passing. The symptoms of middle ear tuberculosis are misleading. Pathologic findings are increasingly taking a more important place in the diagnosis, which the new techniques of serologic tests will surely improve.